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Executive Summary 
Indigenous peoples are nearly three times as likely to be living in extreme poverty compared to their 

non-indigenous counterparts. Indigenous peoples account for almost 19 per cent of the extremely poor. 

Indigenous women particularly face more challenges, as their informality rates are more than 25 

percentage points higher than their non-indigenous counterparts do. This is true and the likely case 

for the FCT indigenes. Poverty comes with a lot of powerlessness. When such powerlessness is 

confronted by prolonged structural marginalization of a tribe or people that have lost all ties to their 

cultural existence, social identity, traditional values that make them a people and the essence to 

explore new economic opportunities broken, the only option for such group is agitation and push back.  

The resettlement, compensation, integration and plans of improving the lives of indigenous peoples in 

Abuja have been too slow, or even retrogressive. Successive governments at the Federal and FCT 

levels have failed over time in the provision of quality basic services (education, health care, jobs, 

infrastructure, water supply, etc.) to the vast majority of indigenous communities in FCT. Most 

original inhabitants of Abuja are confronted by all the factors that lead to poverty because of the 

Decree that created the FCT, and worst by the poor inclusiveness of successive federal governments 

and the administrators of the federal capital territory (FCTA). Though a vast majority of Nigerians 

are confronted with acute hunger and poverty, it does not excuse the continuation of a long, persistent 

structural injustice upon a group of people that have given everything for the sake of upholding the 

Nigerian unity.  

Various sections and tribes in Nigeria are calling and agitating for resource control, and secession 

within their geographically marked territory or state boundaries. Some state indigenes are enjoying 

special state entitlements and privileges from the federal character principles; educational quota 

system and catchment policies, and lowering of educational cut-off marks for state indigenes/tribes 

under the ELDS. Some States have their indigenes enjoy special indigene bursary awards, subsidized 

school fees for state indigenes, special health programs for state indigenes, social safety nets for 

indigenes, regional development commissions, robust data capture that covers state indigenes to 

inform socio-economic planning and development for their people, etc. This is not the case for any 

original inhabitant of Abuja. 

Most of the privileges enjoyed by other State indigenes are not available to the original inhabitants of 

Abuja, even when Section 299 of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, prescribes 

that, ñThe provisions of this Constitution shall apply to the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja as if it 

were one of the States of the Federationò. The governmentôs primary role of protecting the basic 

human rights of all its citizens is first, guaranteed in its provision of basic services such as functional 

health care, quality education and access to water, sanitation and hygiene. This baseline study 

assesses the state of accessibility of functional health services, quality basic education and the delivery 

of WASH service to indigenes of Abuja and their communities.  

Summarizing the finding of the study, a large majority of the indigenes affirm a strong displeasure 

towards the FCT Administration and the Nigerian government in the provision of basic services that 

affect not only the indigenes but also non-indigenes. The study reveals a low enrolment rate in    

primary schools in indigenous communities that host these schools. The findings reveal that the 

government is not doing enough in the delivery of basic education as it has somewhat left the delivery 
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of basic public primary education to private schools which now own up to 75% of schools in the FCT. 

Considering the poverty reality imposed on Abuja indigenes because of the FCT Act of 1976 that took 

away their livelihood and scattered a majority of them across the FCT and neighbouring states, many 

indigenes can hardly afford education in private schools. This is worst for indigenous communities in 

Abaji, Kwali and Bwari where they do not have enough schools and teachers. Over 80% of the 

indigenes are not happy with the government in terms of educational service delivery. Though the 

FCT-Education secretariat claims to have plans and strategies to make education for indigenous 

communities inclusive, there is no deliberate action in place to ensure the realisation of this goal. 

Similar displeasure was evident in the poor delivery of health access in peri-urban, rural and remote 

villages. The study observed that the closer the proximity of the indigenous community to the 

government administrative centres/secretariats, the better chances these communities are to have a 

fair delivery of basic public service, and the farther away a community is from the eyes of the Area 

Council or FCTA, the more likely their reality would end in total socioeconomic and environmental 

deprivation and degradation. 
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CHAPTER ONE: THE CALL FOR JUSTICE  
 

1.0 Introduction: Definition  

Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of unique cultures and ways of relating to people 

and the environment. They have retained social, cultural, economic and political characteristics that 

are distinct from those of the dominant societies in which they live. Despite their cultural differences, 

indigenous people from around the world 

share common problems related to the 

protection of their rights as distinct people.  

Indigenous people have sought recognition of 

their identities, way of life and their right to 

traditional lands, territories and natural 

resources for years, yet throughout history, 

their rights have always been violated. 

Indigenous peoples today, are arguably among 

the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups 

of people in the world. 

In many countries, where indigenous peoples 

were driven from their lands (by either 

massacre, invasion, deceptive takeover or 

coercive laws or decrees as in the case of the 

Abuja), their cultures and languages were 

denigrated and their people marginalized from 

political and economic participation and 

activities, they are hardly included in the social contract1. In recent decades, various societies have 

sought to address this, including through apologies, truth and reconciliatory efforts, legislative reforms, 

as well as constitutional reforms, while at the international level, these efforts have included the 

adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and advisory bodies 

such as the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  

The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People establishes 

a universal framework of minimum standards for the survival, dignity 

and well-being of the indigenous people of the world and it elaborates 

on existing human rights standards and fundamental freedoms as they 

apply to the specific situation of indigenous peoples.  

 
1  A social contract is an unwritten agreement that societies make to cooperate for social and economic benefits. 
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The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People was adopted 

by the General Assembly on 13 September 2007, with a majority of 

144 states in favour, 4 votes against (Australia, Canada, New Zealand 

and the United States) and 11 abstentions (Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, Burundi, Colombia, Georgia, Kenya, Nigeria, Russian 

Federation, Samoa and Ukraine). In 2021, the four countries that voted 

against have reversed their position and now support the UN 

Declaration.2  

Nigeria is not a signatory to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

(A/RES/61/295). This is on the ground that all Nigerians are indigenes of the country, and no dominant 

group is crowding out the indigenes of any place from their land ï the land belongs to all people and 

is held in trust by the Government - Federal and State government, as enshrined in the Land Use Act 

of 1978.  

But what happens when the caretakers (not owners) of land - in this case, the Nigerian 

government is sustaining structures that drive plans, actions and policies that push 

indigenous people away from their lands, livelihood, cultures and languages?  

How do we describe a governance structure that constitutionally marginalizes 

indigenes from decision-making processes that shape their economic lives and 

threatens their heritage? 

How do we describe a democratic governance that retains structure that deprives an 

indigenous population; that have offered their lands, culture, homes and livelihood, to be a home for 

all of Nigeria ï a centre that holds the unity of the country?  

Where is the justice in denying the original indigenes of the Abuja the benefits that come with 

educational quota systems, catchment area, educational subsidies for state indigenes, special social 

protection programs for indigenes, etc as obtained in other states?  

 

The Abuja original inhabitants, unlike the Haudenosaunee and the existing Sámi in Finland, Sweden, 

and Norway or aboriginal Australians and Native Americans, may not have gotten their traditional, 

social, cultural, economic and political characteristics eroded in part or full by a forceful takeover by 

any dominant tribe or society. Nevertheless, like these indigenous people, through the Decree No.6, 

now Cap. 503 LFN, 2004 ï the outcome for the Abuja original inhabitants like the aboriginal 

Australians, Haudenosaunee and Sámi is the same; poor political representation, takeover of their 

socioeconomic rights to their ancestral lands without adequate compensation or recognition, poor 

access and provision of services and leverages to help them exit poverty such as access to quality 

education, better health services, access to WASH, quality infrastructure and wider access to political 

inclusion. 

 
2 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Accessed in March 2022): 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf 

Nigeria is not a signatory 

to the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples 

(A/RES/61/295) 
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Whether by the barrel of the guns, or legislation, the original natives of Abuja, are living (if not worst) 

the realities of other minority original indigenous societies in the world, whose ancestral homes and 

lands were threatened, and forcefully taken away.  

The difference is in the method of takeover, but the outcome is the same ï continuous deprivation of 

OIs of social good, and relative exclusion from political participation and poor representation in 

decision making on socioeconomic matters. 

1.0 Opening Facts: Did you know?3 

V More than 86% of indigenous peoples 

globally work in the informal  economy, 

compared to 66% of their non-indigenous 

counterparts.  

V Indigenous people are nearly three times 

as likely to be living  in extreme poverty 

compared to their non-indigenous 

counterparts.  

V Indigenous peoples account for almost 19 

per cent of the extremely poor (those living 

below US$1.90 per day). Even when less 

stringent poverty lines are used (US$3.20 or 

US$5.50 per day), a disproportionate number 

of poor are indigenous peoples.  

V Irrespective of the region and residence in rural 

or urban areas, indigenous people represent 

a sizable share of the global poor. 

V Indigenous women face particular 

challenges. Informality rates  for them are 

more than 25 percentage points higher than their non-indigenous counterparts.  

V Globally, 47% of all indigenous people in employment have no education, compared to 17% 

of their non-indigenous counterparts. This gap is even wider for  women. 

V Over 53% of extreme poor Nigerians are in the rural area; most of these people are indigenes. 

 
3  International Labour Organisation (Accessed in January 2022): Urgent action needed to tackle poverty and inequalities facing 

indigenous peoples (February 2020):  https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_735575/lang--

en/index.htm 








































































































