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Executi ve Summa

Indigenous peoples are nearly three times as likely to be living in extreme poverty compared to their
norrindigenous counterparts. Indigenous peoples account for almostr @t of the extremely poor.
Indigenouswomen particularlyface morechallenges, as their informality rates are more than 25
percentage points higher than their nmaigenous counterparts do. This is true and the likely case

for the FCT indigenes. Poverty comes with a lot of powerlessness. When such powerlessness is
confronted by prolonged structural marginalization of a tribe or people that have lost all ties to their
cultural existencesocial identity,traditional values that make them a people and the essence to
explore new economic opportunities broken, the only oftiosuch group is agitation and push back.

The resetdment, compensation, integratiand plans ofimproving the lives of indigenous peoples in
Abuja have been too slow, or even retrogressive. Successive governments at the Federal and FCT
levels havediled over time in the provision of quality basic services (education, health care, jobs,
infrastructure, water supply, etc.) to the vast majority of indigenous comnsumti€CT. Most

original inhabitantsof Abuja are confronted by all the factors thatdl to poverty because of the
Decree that created the FCT, and worst by the poor inclusiveness of successive federal governments
and the administrators of the federal capital territory (FCTA). Though a vast majority of Nigerians
are confronted with acuteuimgerandpoverty, it does not excuse the continuation of a,lpagsistent
structural injustice upon a group of people that have given everything for the sake of upholding the
Nigerian unity.

Various seabns and tribes in Meria are callingand agitaing for resource control, and secession

within their geographically marked territory or state boundaries. Some state indigenes are enjoying
special state entittements and privileges from the federal character principles; educational quota
system and catchent policies, and loaring of educational cubdff marks for state indigenes/tribes

under the ELDS. Some States have their indigenes enjoy special indigene bursary awards, subsidized
school fees for state indigenes, special health programs for state iedjgeocial safety nets for
indigenes, regional development commissions, robust data capture that covers state indigenes to
inform socieeconomic planning and development for their people, etc. This is not théocasy

original inhabitantof Abuja.

Most of the privileges enjoyed by other 8tadigenes areot available tahe original inhabitant®f

Abuja, even when Section 299 of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Regigeria, prescribes

that,th The pr ovi si o nos shallfapply to the Fe@minCagital Teuritory, Abga if it

were one of the States of the Federationo. T
human rights of all its citizens is first, guaranteedtaprovision of basic services suah functional

health care, quality education and access to water, sanitation and hygiene. This baseline study
assesses the state of accessihilffyuncional health servicegjuality basic education and the delivery

of WASHserviceto indigenes of Abujand their communities.

Summarizing the finding of the study, a large majority of the indigenes affirm a strong displeas
towards the FCT Administration and the Nigerian government in the provision of basic services that
affect not only the indigenes batso nonindigenes. The study reusaa low enrolment rate in
primary schools in indigenous communities that host these schools. The findings reveal that the
government is not doing enough in the delivery of basic education as it has somewhat left the delivery



of basic public primary education to private schoolsalihow own up to 75% of schools in the FCT.
Considering the poverty reality imposed on Abuja indégebecause of the FCT Act o7&3hat took

away their livelihood and scattered a majority of them across the FCT and neighbouring states, many
indigenes ca hardly afford education in private schools. This is worst for indigenous communities in
Abaji, Kwali and Bwari where they do not have enough schools and teachers. Over 80% of the
indigenes a@ not happy witlthe government in terms of educational sendeévery. Though the
FCT-Education secretariat claims to have plans and strategies to make education for indigenous
communities inclusive, there is no deliberate action in place to ensure the realisation of this goal.
Similar displeasure was evident iretpoor delivery of health access in parban, rural and remote
villages. The study obsexd that the closer theroximity of the indigenous community to the
government administrative centres/secretariats, the better chances these communities arato have
fair delivery ofbasic public service, and therfaer away a community is from the eyes of the Area
Council or FCTA, the more likely their reality would end in total socioeconomic and envir@ament
deprivation and degradation.



CHAPTER ONE: THE CALL FOR JUSTICE

1.0 Introduction: Definition

Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of unique cultures and ways of relating to people
and the environment. They have retained social, cultural, economic and pohtcatteristics that

are distinct from those of the dominant societies in which they live. Despite their cultural differences,
indigenous people fromround the world | =g -~ ) P 24 LSS

share common problems related to t_g : '
protection of their rights as distinct people.

Indigenous people have sought recognitionf &
their identities, way of life and their right tC§

traditional lands, territories and natur
resources fo years, yet throughout histor
their rights have always been violate™
Indigenous peoples todagre arguablyamong
the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groi «
of people in the world.

In many countries, where indigenous peop\
were driven from their lands (by eith
massacre, invasion, deceptive takeover
coercive laws or ecrees as in the case of tf
Abuja), their cultures and languages we
denigrated and their people marginalized frc
political and economic participation and
activities, they are hardly included in the social contrdotrecentdecades, various societies have
sought to address thiacluding through agogies, truth and reconciliatogfforts, legislative reforms,

as well as constitutional reforms, while at the international level, these efforts have included the
adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of IndigeReaples and advisory bodies
such as the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People establishes
(RN Unlted a universal_framewor_k of minimum standards for the s_urvival, dignity
Ns273 Natlons and V\{el}bemg of thg indigenous peoplétbe world and it elaborates

on existing human rights standards and fundamental freedoms as they

apply to the specific situation of indigenous peoples.

1 Asocial contract is an unwritten agreement that societies make to cooperate for social and economic benéefits.
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The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People was ado
by the General Assembly on 13 September 2007, with a majorit
144 states in favour, 4 votes against (Australia, Canada, New Zei  tg the United Natior
and the United States) and 11 abstentions (Azerbdfjiangladesh, _ _
Bhutan, Burundi, Colombia, Georgia, Kenyaligeria, Russian De€claration on the Ri
Federation, Samoa and Ukraine). In 2021, the four countries that \ of Indigenous Peopl

against have reversed their position and now support the
Declaratior? (ARES/61/295)

Nigeria is not a signa

Nigeria is not a signatory to the lted Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(A/JRES/61/295). This is on the ground that all Nigerians are indigenes of the country, and no dominant
group is crowding out the indigenes of any place from theirilathe land belongs to allepple and

is held in trust by the GovernmenfFederal and State government, as enshrined in the Land Use Act
of 1978.

But what happens when the caretakers (not owners) of lanlis case, the Nigeriar
government is sustaining structures that drive plans, actions and policies tha _ »
indigenous people away from their lands, livelihood, cultures and languages?

& »

i

How do we describe a governance structure that constitutionally margina
indigenes from decisiemaking processes that shape their economic lives
threatens their heritage?

How do we describe a democratic governance that retains structure that depri c
indigenous population; that have offered their lands, culture, homes and livelihood, to be a home for
all of Nigeriai a centre that holds the unity of the country?

Where is the justice in denying the original indigenes of the Abuja the benefits thatveaibim
educational quota systems, catchment area, educational subsidies for state indigenes, special socig
protection programs for indigenes, etc as obtained in other states?

The Abuja originainhabitants unlike theHaudenosaunesnd the exdting Sami in Finland, Sweden,

and Norwayor aboriginal Australianand Native Americans,may not have gotten theiraditional,

social, cultural, economic and political characteristicsded in part or full by a forceful takeover by

any dominant tribe or socig. Neverthelesdjke these indigenoupeople, though theDecree No.6,

now Cap. 503 LFN, 2004 the outcome for the Abujariginal inhabitantslike the aboriginal
Australians,Haudenosauneand Samiis the same; poor politicakpresentation, takeover of their
socioeconomic rights to their ancestral lands without adequate compensation or recognition, poor
access and provision of services and leverages to help them exit poverty such as access to quality
education, better healtlerwices, access to WASH, quality infrastructure and wider access to political
inclusion.

2 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Accessed in March 2022):
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoplestmpent/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
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Whether by thdarrel of theguns,or legislation, the original natives of Abuja, are living (if not worst)
the realities obtherminority originalindigenous sociés inthe world, whose ancestdabmes and
lands were threatened, and forcefully taken away

The difference is in the method of takeover, but the outcome is thei seoméinuous deprivation of
Ols of social good,and relative exclusiorfrom political participation and poor representation in
decision making on socioeconomic matters.

1.0 OpeningFacts: Did you know?3

V More than 86% of indigenous peoples
globally work in the informal economy,
comparedto 66% of their nonindigenous
counterparts

V Indigenous people are nearly three times
as likely to be living in extreme poverty
compared to their nortindigenous
counterparts.

V Indigenous peoples account for almost 19
per cent of the extremely pooi(those living
below US$1.90 per day). Even when less
stringent poverty lines are used (US$3.20 or
US$5.50 per day), a disproportionate number
of poor are indigenous peoples.

V Irrespective of the region and residence in rural
or urban areas;digenous people represent
a sizable share of the global poor.

V Indigenous women face particular
challenges.Informality rates for them are
more than 25 percentage points higher than their no-indigenous counterparts.

V Globally,47% of all indigenouspeoplein employmentiaveno education,comparedo 17%
of their nonrindigenouscounterpartsi his gap is evenwider for women.

V Over53%of extemepoorNigeriansarein therural area mostof thesepeopleareindigenes

3 International Labour Organisation (Accessed in January 2022): Uagéioh needed to tackle poverty and inequalities facing
indigenous peoples (February 2020): https://www.ilo.org/global/ath@ito/newsroom/news/WCMS_735575/lang
en/index.htm
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